



Visual Literacy: Introduction to Color


Title: The Influence of Color


Grade/Age Level: High School


Time Frame: 1 class period (80 minutes)


Description of lesson: Teacher will show two self portraits by the same artist to start 
considering how color influences how an artwork communicates. Teacher will facilitate a 
brainstorm by the class of factors that we might consider when making color choices for 
our self-portraits. Student will then read a handout introducing basic color theory. 
Students will then participate in a group activity in which they find and objects around the 
classroom and have their peers guess what types of colors or color schemes they are 
representing with the objects. 


CA Art Standards:

Prof.VA:Re7.1 -Hypothesize ways in which art influences perception and understanding 
of human experiences. 


Acc. VA:Re7.2 - Evaluate the effectiveness of an image or images to influence ideas, 
feelings, and behaviors of specific audiences. 


Objectives/Student Learning Outcomes:

I will be able to:


• Identify colors schemes using the color wheel

• Demonstrate my understanding of the reading by finding objects in the classroom 

that represent the set of colors or color schemes during the activity

• Examine the objects my peers group together to determine which set of colors or 

color schemes they represent

• Judge if my peers understand the definition of the set of color or color themes 

they are trying to represent

• Improve how I and/or my classmates understand the sets of colors or color 

schemes




Materials and Resources: 

Art Materials

• Handout of four pages of reading 

• Projector

• Teacher’s computer

• Papers with words for activity (Printout below)

Instructional Resources

• Walter Foster Publishing, 2012. 100 Things Every Artist Should Know: tips, tricks, & 

essential concepts

• https://www.saatchiart.com/art/Painting-Self-Portrait-I-m-thinking-of-

them-4/285816/1641442/view


Procedures: 

Anticipatory Set

Class Discussion

• Teacher opens with this statement: When creating a self-portrait painting, the 

element of color can be highly influential in how that artwork communicates. As we 
begin to create our self-portraits, what factors might influence our color choices?


• Teacher uses the projector to show two self-portraits created by the same artist. 

• Teacher will write “COLOR” on the white board and circle it. Teacher will then 

facilitate a brainstorming session with the class. 

• Teacher will sum up the brainstorm by reading the the first paragraph from the 

handout: 

	 “A fundamental knowledge of color can assist you in clearly expressing yourself 
in your art. Color helps communicate feelings, mood, time of day, seasons, and 
emotions. Knowing how colors work, and how they work together, is key to refining your 
ability to communicate using color.”


Direct Instruction

•    Teacher explains that the handout the students will be reading is basic information on 

color theory. Teacher encourages students to pay attention to the bold words and their 
descriptions, as they will need to be able to identify these words and their meanings in 
the post-reading activity.




• Teacher explains that once students have completed their reading, they will come to 
the teachers desk and receive a folded piece of paper.  Teacher will assign students to 
groups as this happens so that those who finish before others can be grouped together 
and not have to wait for students who are taking more time to read. 


• Teacher explains the activity:

• The piece of paper will identify the name of a set of colors or color scheme, for 

instance “primary colors”.  To ensure secrecy,  remember what is on the card 
and return it to the teacher.


• Your job is to go on a scavenger hunt to find objects in the classroom that you 
can take with you to the desk, so not the clock on the wall, that represent that set 
of colors on your card. 


• You will then group your objects on the table and your peers will have to guess 
what set of colors or color scheme you are representing


• If everyone in your group has had a turn and there is more time in the period, the 
activity can be repeated with new cards from the teacher. 


Guided Practice

• Students will read the handout and are encouraged to make any notes either directly 

on the handout or on a separate piece of paper. Students may raise their hands at 
any point if they need clarification on the reading and the teacher will assist


Independent Practice

• When students have completed their reading they will approach the teachers desk to 

receive and view their card before handing it back to the teacher. Teacher will assign 
students to groups as this happens. Students will then go on a scavenger hunt to find 
their objects, and the group will gather to identify each others color representations. 
This activity will continue until the end of class. 


Accommodations and/or Modifications:

• ELL, ADHD, and students with reading comprehension challenges: Students will 

be paired with another student who can best support them during the reading activity. 
Teacher will closely monitor and check in with students to assess the students 
understanding. 


• Visual impairment - Students who are visually impaired will work with a group 
member for their scavenger hunt, as it might be challenging to find objects around the 
room. 




Vocabulary: 

• The Color Wheel - A diagram that represents the colors of the visible spectrum and 

their relationship to one another

• Primary Colors - Colors that can’t be created by mixing other colors. They are red, 

yellow, and blue

• Secondary Colors - The colors that are created by mixing two primary colors 

together. Eg red + yellow = orange

• Tertiary Colors - The colors that are created by mixing a primary color with a tertiary 

color. Eg red + orange = red orange

• Color Schemes - An arrangement or combination of colors

• Complimentary Colors - Colors that are opposite each other on the color wheel. 

These colors have the most contrast to one another

• Analogous Colors - Colors that are next to each other on the color wheel

• Triadic Color scheme - 3 colors that form a equilateral triangle on the color wheel

• Tetradic Color scheme - 4 colors created by choosing two colors, and their two 

complimentary colors

• Split-Complimentary Color scheme - 3 colors created by selecting a color and the 

two colors on each side of that color’s complimentary color

• Cool Colors - The half of the color wheel that starts with green and includes all 

colors to red-violet

• Warm Colors - The half of the color wheel that starts with red and includes all colors 

to yellow-green

• Hue - The color by name

• Value - The lightness or darkness in a color

• Intensity - The purity and saturation of a color




Activity: Teacher will printout and cutout these word descriptions and fold each in half.


Primary	
Colors	

Secondary	
Colors

Tertiary	
Colors

Compliment
ary	Colors

Analogous	
Colors-	
minimum	3

Triadic	
Colors	

Tetradic	
Colors

Split-
Compliment
ary	Colors

Cool	Colors	-	
inlcude	6

Warm	Colors	
-	include	6



Focus Artworks: Used for projection at beginning of class


Self Portrait-I’m thinking of them-4 
Painting, contemporary

Masri Hayssam. Mixed media on canvas





Self Portrait Painting, contemporary

Masri Hayssam. Oil on wood


More info about the artist:

https://www.saatchiart.com/art/Painting-
Self-Portrait-I-m-thinking-of-
them-4/285816/1641442/view












Methods of Assessment: 


4 3 2 1

Activity 
Participation

Can express 
understanding of 
the vocabulary 

used for the 
activity by 
gathering 

appropriate 
objects to 

represent their 
color set or 

scheme


Can express 
understanding of 
the vocabulary 

used for the 
activity by 

naming the color 
set or scheme 

being 
represented by 

their peers

-or-


Can improve the 
understanding of 
the vocabulary 

used for the 
activity for their 

peers by 
showing 

examples that 
may help support 

understanding


Can express 
understanding of 
the vocabulary 

used for the 
activity by 
gathering 

appropriate 
objects to 

represent their 
color set or 

scheme with only 
one error


Can express 
understanding of 
the vocabulary 

used for the 
activity by 

naming the color 
set or scheme 

through 
discussion with 

their peers


Can express 
understanding of 
the vocabulary 

used for the 
activity by 
gathering 

appropriate 
objects to 

represent their 
color set or 

scheme with only 
two errors but 
still close (eg, 

next to the color 
that would better 

represent the 
color) 


Can somewhat 
express 

understanding of 
the vocabulary 

used for the 
activity through 
discussion with 
their peers but 
still may not be 

able to name the 
color sets or 

schemes without 
group support

Cannot express 
understanding of 
the vocabulary 

used for the 
activity by 
gathering 

appropriate 
objects to 

represent their 
color set or 

scheme


Cannot express 
understanding of 
the vocabulary 

used for the 
activity by 

naming the color 
set or scheme 

being 
represented by 

their peers


Participation in 
Class 
Discussion


Contributes 
frequently with 

well formed 
ideas and 

original thought


Listens intently 
and responds 
showing an 

understanding of 
the progression 
of the discussion

Contributes 
frequently 


Ideas are on 
topic


Listens actively 
and responds 

appropriately to 
peers

Contributes at 
least once 


 Somewhat 
listens to the 
discussion


Somewhat is 
able to follow the 

discussion

Does not 
contribute


Is distracted and 
not listening to 
the discussion



